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Washington State Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission 

Department of Health 

Point Plaza East 

310 East Israel Rd, Room #152, 153  

July 24, 25 2003 

 

Commission Members present: Frank Maziarski, RN, CRNA, Chair 

 Roberta Schott, LPN, Co-Chair 

 Becky Kerben, LPN  

 Karen Brewer, Public Member 

 Rev. Ezra Kinlow, Public Member 

 Cheryl Payseno, RN, MPA 

 Judith Personett, Ed.D, RN 

 Marlene Wells, LPN 

 Mariann Williams, RN, MPH, ARNP 

Pro tem members present: Shirley Aikin, RN, MSN 

Joanna Boatman, RN 

Joan E Davidson, RN 

 Victoria Fletcher, RN, MSN, ARNP  

Jeni K. Fung, Public Member 

 Penelope J Woodruff, RN, MS 

Assistant Attorney General: Marc Defreyn, Assistant Attorney General 

Staff present: Paula R. Meyer, RN, MSN, Executive Director 

Kris McLaughlin, Secretary 

Jeanne Giese, RN, MN, Chief Investigator 

Karl Hoehn, Lead Staff Attorney 

Kendra Pitzler, Health Service Consultant 3 

Maura Egan, RN, Education Manager 

 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, approximately 1000 special meeting notices were sent to individuals 

requesting notification of Nursing Commission meetings. 

 

July 24, 2003 
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WORKSHOP 

8:30–9:30 Distance Learning Programs for Nursing Education – Helen Kuebel, Lower Columbia College 

DISCUSSION:  The presentation is available at the Nursing Care Quality Assurance office and available upon request. 

9:30–9:45 Break 

9:45–10:30 Washington Health Professional Services (WHPS) – What’s new and Policy review – Jean  

Sullivan 

DISCUSSION:  A guide for Assisting Colleagues who Demonstrate Impairment in the workplace is available upon 

request. 

10:30–12:00 Sub-committee task force charters and annual plans –  

� Each sub-committee will have time to complete their charters and annual plans.  This method was approved by 

the NCQAC at their March meeting in Spokane.  The priority of the task forces is an agenda item for the business 

meeting on Friday, July 25.  

DISCUSSION:  The discipline subcommittee plan is completed.  Paula Meyer worked with the Practice/Education 

subcommittee to determine statutory requirements of the NCQAC. 

12:00–1:00 Lunch 

1:00–1:45 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Department of Health and the Attorney 

General Office.    

� The MOU will be reviewed with the commission and pro tem members. 

DISCUSSION:  Susan Pierini, AAG, Marc Defreyn, AAG, and Karl Hoehn, lead staff attorney, presented and 

differentiated the roles of responsibilities of the AAG advisor, the AAG prosecutor and the staff attorneys according to the 

MOU. 

1:45–2:00 Break 

2:00–3:30 Strategic Plans 

� Presentation of the Governor’s Goals for state government, the Department of Health Strategic Plan and Goals, 

the new Health Professions Quality Assurance Mission, Vision and Goal Statements, and the review of the 

NCQAC Strategic Plan. 

DISCUSSION:  The NCQAC strategic plan was reviewed and updated.  It was suggested that at the November meeting, 

the half-day discussion time be devoted to Mutual State Recognition of licenses. 

3:30–4:30 Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission (NCQAC) Budget 

4:40–5:00 Pro tem members and updates from commission members 

� At each July meeting, the NCQAC requested time to brief the pro tems on current issues and policies.  
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9:00A.M.     Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission Business meeting 

1. Opening—Frank Maziarski, Chair 

• Call to Order- Frank Maziarski introduced the new commission members and pro tems.  Staff and members of the 

audience introduced themselves. 

• Order of Agenda –  

• Introduction of new commission/pro tem members 

o Marianne Williams 

o Dr. Judith Personett 

o Penny Woodruff 

o Joan Davidson 

o Other 

• Announcements  

• Other 

DECISION:  A decision was made to move the NCSBN investigator summit report from the consent agenda to the 

regular agenda. 

2. Consent Agenda—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

 Items listed under the consent agenda are considered to be routine agency matters and will be approved by a single 

motion of the Commission without separate discussion.  If separate discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the consent agenda and placed on the regular business agenda. 

• Minutes  

• Sub-committee minutes 

• National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) board minutes, committee reports 

• NCSBN Investigator summit report – Karl Hoehn and Jeanne Giese gave a verbal report on the 2003 Investigator 

and Attorney Summit which was held June 17 through June 19 Austin Texas.  Handouts are available upon 

request to Karl. 

• Other 

ACTION:  Corrections to the minutes, item #5 and 12.  A motion was made and passed to approve the consent 

agenda with corrections. 

3. Chair report—Frank Maziarski—DISCUSSION/ACTION  

� Committee and panel assignments  

�  National Council of State Boards of Nursing nomination for Director at Large 

� Other 
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DISCUSSION:  Frank Maziarski announced that he was withdrawing his name as a candidate for the NCSBN Director 

at Large position.  Frank has been named as a member of the National Quality Forum. 

4. Executive Director report—Paula Meyer—DISCUSSION/ACTION  

• DOH request legislation – Size and composition of the Nursing Commission 

• Other 

DISCUSSION:  Paula Meyer reported on the DOH position on licensed nurses filling medication organizers.  The 

proposal to increase the number of nursing commission members was not accepted as DOH request legislation.  The 

concepts of self-executing orders and the eliminating barriers to licensure will proceed.  The Board of Pharmacy has 

asked for a written informal opinion if this task is included in the definition of dispensing. 

5. Discussion Items—DISCUSSION/ACTION (If items are selected for action and a task force assigned, the 

group will meet once, complete the charter and then come to the next meeting for decision to proceed).   

� The NCQAC will review the task force charters developed on July 24. The NCQAC will place the charters in 

priority order.   

ACTION:  The Practice/Education committee will be presenting their annual plan at an upcoming meeting. 

6. LPN role in community Based Care Settings—Jackie Rowe, Becky Kerben, Paula Meyer—

DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• At the May meeting, the NCQAC assigned commission members to develop a Task Force Charter.  The 

commission will review the charter and the list of charters developed from the previous day’s workshop.  Based 

on the information presented, the NCQAC will determine priorities and resources available. 

DISCUSSION:    Paula Meyer, Becky Kerben, Jackie Rowe and Marianne Williams will meet with stakeholders and 

participate in meetings regarding LPNs role in community based care settings. 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to accept the Nursing Commission Task Force Charter dated July 7, 

2003. 

7. Washington Nursing Leadership Council (WNLC); Washington Center for Nursing Board member from 

NCQAC—Cheryl Payseno, Joanna Boatman, Frank Maziarski, and Paula Meyer—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• The commission will be updated on the activities and assignments that have been completed by the WNLC.  The 

Center for Nursing group is asking that a member from each of the sponsoring organizations become a member 

of the board of directors.  The NCQAC will select a member for this position. 

DISCUSSION:  Cheryl Payseno gave a report on the organization and structure of nursing centers workgroup she 

attended in Raleigh North Carolina April 24-26, 2003.   The title of the meeting was ”Taking the long view, a 

gathering of state nursing workforce centers.”  A copy of Cheryl’s report is available by calling the commission office. 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to name Cheryl Payseno as the NCQAC member on the WNLC Board of 

Directors for the Washington Center for Nursing. 

 

8. NCSBN Annual meeting, Alexandria VA, August 5-11, 2003— Paula Meyer – DISCUSSION/ACTION 
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• Delegates, back up delegate 

• Resolutions:  The NCSBN Board of Directors recommendations were reviewed and the delegates received input 

from the Commission members.  The slate of candidates was also presented.   

• Other 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to nominate Cheryl Payseno to be a delegate of the National Council of 

State Boards of Nursing in place of Frank Maziarski who is unable to attend. 

DECISION:  Paula Meyer, Cheryl Payseno and Roberta Schott will be attending the annual meeting of the NCSBN.  

Cheryl and Roberta will be the delegates.  This will be Paula’s last meeting as the Area I Director on the NCSBN 

Board.   

9.  Accreditation / Approvals of Nursing Programs—Cheryl Payseno—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• The NCQAC approved the concept of accepting reports from the national accrediting bodies.  Work has been 

done on potential rule language and requirements for accepting the reports.  An action plan will be presented and 

discussed. 

DISCUSSION:  Cheryl Payseno explained the revisions to the June 30, 2003 accreditation/approval draft.  The draft 

is available at the commission office.  The Department of Health, and the legislators asked the commission to accept 

the validation of a program by a nationally recognized accrediting body en lieu of a commission visit.  The 

Commission will proceed with the rules process. 

10. Nursing Assistant Training Program Approvals—Kendra Pitzler—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• The NCQAC will be updated on the process for the nursing assistant training programs, the Memo of 

Understanding process between the Secretary of Health and the Secretary of Social and Health Services. 

 DISCUSSION:  Kendra Pitzler explained the DRAFT memorandum of understanding between the Department of 

Health, Department of Social and Health Services and the Nursing Care Quality Assurance Commission.  A copy of 

the draft is available at the commission office. 

11. Operating Agreements—Paula Meyer—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• On a biennial basis, the boards and commissions review the operating agreements between each 

board/commission and the department.  The NCQAC will review the document and recommend actions. 

ACTION:  Frank Maziarski and Judith Personett will meet with Paula Meyer to review the document and develop a 

recommendation for the September meeting. 

12. ARNP scope of practice statements—Paula Meyer—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• On an annual basis, the Nursing Commission will review the scope of practice statements for the ARNP 

specialties and determine if they are reflective of the scope of practice for ARNP’s in the state of Washington.  

Copies of the statements are kept in the Nursing Commission office and information on ordering the statements 

from their publishers can be distributed to those who request information.  At this meeting, the Nursing 

commission will consider a method to review the statements and report back to the Nursing Commission the 

findings. 
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• DECISION:  Frank Maziarski and Mariann Williams will review the ARNP scopes of practice statements and 

report to the Commission in November. 

13. Prep 4 Safety—Megan Pottorff, Karl Hoehn—DISCUSSION 

� The Health Resources and Service Administration (HRSA) partnered with the Citizens Advocacy Council (CAC) 

to form the Prep 4 Safety project as an alternative to discipline model.  Ms. Pottorff attended a conference in 

Washington DC explaining the process and legal implications to implementing this program.   

DISCUSSION:  Megan Pottorff explained the Prep 4 patient safety program overview.  A copy of the report is 

available at the commission office. 

14. Rules updates—Kendra Pitzler  DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• The NCQAC will receive an update on the progress for the following rules that are in process: 

° Nurse Technicians 
° Nurse Delegation 
° ARNPs 
° Nursing Education 
 

ACTION:  Nursing Education:  A motion was made and passed to have an economist do a cost analysis of poor 
patient outcomes correlated to faculty to student ratios.  A friendly amendment was made and passed to add “based 
on resources” to the motion.  A second motion was made and passed to remove section 246-840-570 from the 
current rules process for further study. 

 
15. Nursing Technicians—Shamim Noormuhammad—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• An update on the registration of Nursing Technicians, the number of applicants and licensing issues will be 

presented.  Modifications to policies adopted by the NCQAC to include nursing technicians, registered, will be 

discussed. 

DISCUSSION:  There have been 400 Nursing Technician applications received in the commission office, 337 of 

those applications have been processed and registered.  A copy of the nursing technician report is available at the 

commission office. 

16. Continued Competency Model—Victoria Fletcher—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

• A task force to study continued competency models was developed and convened.  Ms. Fletcher will present a 

draft position statement on continued competency and the model.  The NCQAC will discuss and consider 

adopting the position statement and model. 

DISCUSSION:  A copy of the presentation given by Victoria Fletcher as well as the DRAFT position statement is 

available at the commission office. 

17.  Executive Session if needed—The Executive Session is that part of a regular or special meeting that is 

closed to the public. 

ACTION:  The commission went into closed session from 11:40AM – 12:00noon to consult with legal counsel related 

to litigation. 

LUNCH 
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1:00PM–OPEN MIKE 

•   Open mike is for public presentation of issues to the Nursing commission.   

DISCUSSION:  Joan Garner, WSNA, Liz Ford, WSNA, Lois Hoell, NWONE were present to speak at open mike. 

18. Discipline Subcommittee report—Cheryl Payseno—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

•  2003-2004 Disciplinary annual work plan 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to accept the disciplinary subcommittee annual work plan 2003-2004. 

19. Practice/Education Subcommittee report—Frank Maziarski—DISCUSSION/ACTION 

 A. Position statements – Frank Maziarski – DISCUSSION/ACTION 

1. Position statement on Managing Patients receiving epidural analgesia 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to accept the position statement on receiving epidural analgesia. 

2. Position statement on Intravenous therapy by licensed practical nurses 

DECISION:  A decision was made to discuss this position statement at the September business meeting. 

 B. Advisory Opinions – Frank Maziarski – DISCUSSION/ACTION 

1. Date Requested:  December 2002, requester Charlene Pecoraro RN, BSN,CNOR, Perioperative Educator 

Good Samaritan Hospital, Puyallup, WA asked  “Is it within the scope of practice for a licensed practical nurse 

to mark a surgical site when the physician is not present?  Is it within the scope of practice for a registered 

nurse to mark a surgical site when the physician is not present?”    

2. Date requested April 22, 2003, Cherelyn Childers, RNC, St. Joseph Hospital Childbirth Center Policy and 

Procedure Committee Chairman, asked “Is it within the scope of practice for a registered nurse working in a 

hospital environment, with no physician available to perform an emergency episiotomy?” 

ACTION:  A motion was made and passed to accept both advisory opinions. 

20. Other/FYI 

A. Strategic Plan 

1. Report of the survey at CNEWS on case management and delegation content in nursing 

curriculum. 

2. Education Annual report (July 2002-2003) 

3. Information on National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) Educator network 

 B. Issue paper on the increasing difficulty securing clinical placements for students for information and discussion. 

DECISION:  A copy of the Education report and the issue paper are both available at the commission office upon 

request. 

21. Closing— Frank Maziarski, chair, adjourned the meeting at 3:45PM 

 



 8 

 


